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COOPERATIVE PLANNING SYSTEM AND METHOD 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

This application claims the benefit of International Application No. 
PCT/USOl/07125, filed March 7, 2001 which claims the benefit of prior-filed U.S. 
Provisional Application No. 60/187,521, filed on March 7, 2000. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a method and system for medical treatment 
planning and more particularly to a method and system for medical treatment planning 
involving interactive communication between medical personnel at diverse locations, 
and real-time viewing and manipulation of the same data by all parties utilizing the 
system. 



2. Description of the Prior Art 

Traditionally, when a patient needed medical consultation and/or treatment, 
the patient had to travel to the location of the medical professional(s) providing the 
diagnostic, planning, and treatment services. Complex medical treatments (e.g., 
radiation therapy) typically involve a collaborative effort between various members of 
one or more departments within a medical institution. For example, with respect to 
radiation therapy, within a Radiation Oncology Department there may be radiation 
physicists, dosimitrists, radiation oncologists, and other similar medical professionals, 
all of whom may provide important input when putting togedier a treatment plan. A 
dosimitrist measures and generates radiation dose distributions and calculations, and 
an oncologist prescribes and oversees a course of radiation therapy. The dosimitrist 
works with treatment planning computers and other manual data in assisting the 
radiation oncologist prescribe the proper dose. Additionally, peer reviewers are often 
utilized so that the treatment plan developed by a collaborative team is independently 
evaluated to assure that the proposed treatment plan is appropriate, as well as to solicit 
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